FRIENDS OF SCIENCE ISSUE OPEN LETTER TO ENVIRONMENT MINISTER STEPHANE DION

Honourable Stéphane Dion
Minister of the Environment
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6

OPEN LETTER


July 7, 2005 

Dear Minister Dion:

I am writing on behalf of the Friends of Science Society, a group of mostly retired, earth scientists, atmospheric scientists and engineers, with no ties to any business or special interest, who came together out of genuine concern over the lack of properly conducted scientific investigation of man-made global warming and the Kyoto Protocol.

In April of this year, we had the pleasure of being invited to appear before the Commons Standing Committee on Environment to testify on the issue of Kyoto implementation. I appeared with Prof. Tim Patterson, a climate scientist of international renown, currently at Carleton University. Our testimony cited current and historical climatological information to make the case that there is no justification for the expenditure of billions of dollars on the Kyoto Protocol, since the case for man-made global warming is far from proven. We believe, in fact, based on the growing critical mass of data, that CO2, is not a significant cause of global climate change, is not a pollutant and any global climate changes being experienced now are relatively minor and well within historical natural norms. Prof. Patterson summed up his testimony by stating, “If, back in the mid-nineties, we knew what we know today about climate, Kyoto would not exist because we would have concluded it was not necessary.” 

Therefore, we were extremely disappointed and surprised to note that our testimony, the only testimony heard by the committee exclusively on the science of global climate change, was excised from the committee’s final report to you. For that reason, we are very concerned that you, like politicians around the world, have been mislead by unsubstantiated arguments in favour of the Kyoto Protocol, an agreement that will neither control global climate nor address real pollution. The Protocol, even if fully implemented around the globe, would not cause a net reduction in CO2, will not control climate and will direct billions and billions of dollars away from genuine environmental and human tragedies. Some of these false arguments include “the hockey stick”. This depiction of 1000 years of average temperatures has been thoroughly discredited by Canadian scientists. Or projections of future warming, which have been lowered recently to the point where any warming, even over 100 years, will be imperceptible. Or by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the body that drafted the Kyoto Protocol, but whose Vice President just last week announced that there is no firm case for man-made global warming. 

Man-made global warming theory is a construct that is being demolished; yet Canada’s Standing Committee on Environment refuses to cite our testimony to that fact. 

Therefore, we are calling on you to consider the following:

Send the report on Kyoto Implementation back to the Commons Standing Committee with a request to study the science behind the Kyoto Protocol before making recommendations for its implementation.

Immediately create a Blue Ribbon Panel of independent climate scientists to determine whether or not there is a case for man-made global climate change. 

Freeze the implementation of the Federal Government’s implementation plan on Kyoto, “Project Green”, until the Committee and the Panel have reported back to you, and to Parliament.

This is a matter of importance beyond the scientific community. Implementing the Kyoto Protocol in Canada is a disservice to Canadians insofar as it confuses genuine toxic pollution with the emission of CO2, a naturally occurring and beneficial gas. It pledges billions of dollars at a time when Environment Canada is strained in its efforts to reduce 2500 genuine toxins affecting Canada’s environment. Further, the Protocol distracts Canadians and the world from immediate human tragedies. Minister, how many lives could be saved if Canada invested $10 billion in clean water, food and disease preventives in regions where millions of people die annually from lack of water, lack of food and communicable diseases? Whereas neither atmospheric CO2 nor fluctuations in average global climate have been proven to have claimed a single life worldwide. These are invented emergencies. 

Thank you for your consideration. Our commitment to scientific integrity and the wise use of tax dollars is why we are passionate about informing Canadians about the facts of global climate change and the Kyoto Protocol. We hope you share that commitment and will act on it. 

Sincerely,


Charles Simpson
Friends of Science Society

www.friendsofscience.org 

